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Dear Coﬂca-g‘w ;

I am happy to inform that the Indirect Tax collections for the Financial Year
2023-24 including Customs and Union Excise Duty have exceeded the Revised
Estimates by a handsome margin. The year ending collection figures of GST for the
month of March also showed encouraging performance with the second highest
collection ever at 21.78 lakh crore and posting a 11.5% year-on-year growth. The
Gross GST collections for the FY 2023-24 also mark a milestone with collection of
Rs. 20.18 lakh crore exceeding the previous year collections by an impressive
11.7%. Congratulations to the entire CBIC family on the remarkable performance.
Your dedication, hard work, and commitment have truly paid off, showcasing
CBIC’s versatility in navigating challenges and achieving remarkable results. This
achievement not only reflects professionalism but also underscores the strength of
teamwork and perseverance within the CBIC community. Your relentless efforts
have not gone unnoticed, and I extend my heartfelt appreciation to each and every
member for their invaluable contributions throughout the year.

Going forward, let us draw inspiration from the wisdom of the Bhagavad Gita
which teaches us, “Perform your obligatory duty, because action is indeed better than
inaction”. This verse reminds us of the importance of diligently carrying out our
responsibilities. As we, karmayogis, march on the path of dedication, integrity, and
excellence, I am confident that together, we will continue to achieve new heights of
success in the new Financial Year.

In an important step towards Ease of Doing Business, Guidelines for CGST
field formations while engaging in investigation were issued last week. In addition
to streamlining various processes during investigation such as initiation of
investigation, seeking information/documents, apprising senior officers of the
developments, timely conclusion, etc. the Guidelines also seeks to establish a
Grievance Officer for appropriate redressal of the grievances of regular taxpayers
related to an ongoing investigation. Needless to say, the Guidelines should be
followed in letter and spirit by the CGST field formations.

Last week, I along with Member (Customs), inaugurated the new metals ores
testing Lab at Central Revenues Control Laboratory (CRCL), New Delhi. The new
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Laboratory is equipped with requisite facilities for analysis as per WCO guidelines
and will enhance the testing capabilities of CRCL immensely.

On the basis of specific intelligence regarding smuggling of Betel Nuts into
India by way of mis-declaration, the officers of DRI Kolkata Zonal Unit kept watch
on two containers which had arrived at Kolkata Port and were meant to be
transhipped to ICD Durgapur. The goods in these containers were declared as Raw
Cashew Nuts. However, on detailed examination, it was revealed that the containers
were stuffed with bags containing Betel Nuts behind Raw Cashew Nuts of extremely
inferior quality. Thereafter, based on data analytics and further leads gathered by
officers of DRI, six more containers which had arrived at Kolkata Port were identified
which on detailed examination revealed that the front of these containers were
stacked with Dry Dates of extremely inferior quality while at the back, the
containers were found to be stuffed with bags containing Betel Nuts. Altogether,
200.76 MT of Betel Nuts having approximate value of Rs. 10.52 Crore were seized
and one person complicit in the smuggling was arrested. Outstanding work!

Last week saw us bid farewell to one of our senior colleague and outstanding
officer, Sh. U. Niranjan, an officer of the 1991 Batch. On behalf of the Department
and myself, I thank you for your valuable contribution to the Department over the
years and wish you all the very best for your second innings. May good health and
happiness be at your side always!

Until next week!

Yours sincerely,

17—

(Sanjay Kumar Agarwal)

All Officers and Staff of the Central Board of Indirect Taxes & Customs.
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iy Femtt |

T3 98 ddTd gU QM 81 5! & o foxiig av 2023-24 & forg srucer o= Tug i
Y 3R B 1d IATG Yob Algd T STHM I UR &) 71 31 91et & 34 & Sieget
& UUT & 3MHS! - GHRIHD U [GERI, 3F T BT GORT Ja¥ §81 JUE 31.78 TG
RIS @7 3R AA-EX-91d 11.5% B! g o @ 151 o7 af 2023-24 F forw T
Sieac! Tug o 20.18 ARG HRIS FUY & TUE & 1Y U Hid &1 TR & S o af
& TUZ U 11.7% SHRH TR 81 Seora-ia HaxH & forg ¥ Tidtamsef ufkar &
US| 3D THYU, FHot Hed 3R Ufdesdl 3 adg # Il e foean g, o
AR § e SR IeeaHi uRom urd & & Hdfensd o sgaet ufaur &
TefRid a1 §1 U8 IUAR T Had Pl DI Gl ¢ Sfep WIS THed &
iR < adb SR ggdl &1 didhd &I Ul X@ifohd Bl §1 3MUD 3y YA & faa
61 U B IR # Tl oY $red AT & T Udd Waw @I gliGe SR1e- Rl §

31T §gd §U, SIS §H WIGG il & JH I OROM o o g8 Ryarht g, "o
Sffard wder Rursh, Fifor wrvad arda # Afspgar ¥ Seav 8" | I8 Tdie 84 oM
forigial @l e 9 4 & Hed @t a1e faard g1 dfe g7 HHarh, gaduy, Fer
3R I@HEAT & UY W T §¢ 5 8, G91 fa9m ¢ 5 &9 9y forerew 39 ¢ fa<dig oy
7 off gwaar @ T3 Sarsal g B g |

I bl EH S o 2 & U Ayl wed @ 3R, Usd J«e
Hiollegd &= eemsil o §fd ¥ &ftd fexnfcer SRt forg mu 2 foen fAde 8 o
& SR Al ufharsh & Yoaafd &3 gq, SN % S Y& &1, Jad1/axal
T, IS SHTAGIRG! B T T SfavTd BT, THY TR FHTIA BT 301 & 3fefrar
Rrerdl & Ifrd arur & fore e Rerd Sifrert wiftd &= &1 i uray= 81 g
@ SeRd o, Jroluadt & TRemsl gy feznfad e &1 srerer: e fapar s =nfeu|

Ued 9wrg, 7 o™ (@ edh) & Y, HET o FHEr ggiTRme
(EemTd), 13 faea T 73 4T Sre U180 TENTRITET & 3gure fohdn | 3 Tanmme




Ssegatel R dR o U faewor & fore siaxges gfamst ¥ guferd § ofik s9d
Hremdtud ot usteror emarsii & ot g g1

TTeTd =T (mis-declaration) & HIH ¥ URd H {:[Eﬂ‘fl P TRb<] & GaY H
QT STFHRT & YR TR, SRS DIABIAl Sl gre & HTABINGT 7 & HeRi
TR ORI, S DIABIT §EM8 W AT A 3R forg Seefiel gigR § ST o1l 34
SRl T TW EE B dedl Bio] gl T g, fa%qd S &7 IR udl =el fb
HeRI H dge VRIS T[Uax & Hed Hiol & Ul JuRT & A WX §U A1 3P 916, Sal
TR SR SRS & BN §RT JeT T YR & YR W, BIcAbIdl
FEME W 3T B 3R FHewR| &I Ugd Bt 1Ts, oFo! fawga S 9 g =l fos 3
G T S VRIS T[Ura & W ToR 1R gU U, 5afh Yl Bl aRtp bRl & Ul ol
Aferat o g3 U TR | P AR, 200.76 WfeH o YURY T SHHIMT T 3.
10.52 TG JUY § O« BT T SR qeb<l T e U Afad &l FRUGR fosan
TR B!

fU@d Iwig 897 30 U akg Gga il 3R Iy SR, i g, FReH, 1991
I & SR B faars &t fAum SR ot ok 9, # e auf § favm o emud
g TeM & o 3! 4=uare a1 § SR 3T gusl Uil & g Hesm-g
Sl § 1 3T Wy 3R =i SO 3 Wiy Ia!
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DA TTE B 3R T Yo drs & Gl HRT SR HHARII |



