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Dear Ca{lmgwa.,

Seven years ago, on this very day, GST was rolled out ushering in a simplified
indirect tax regime across India. During this momentous journey, we have
witnessed impressive milestones and initiated several trade-friendly measures — an
outcome of effective coordination between the Centre and State Governments,
extensive consultations with industry stakeholders, and a shared vision of a more
efficient tax regime. As we celebrate the seventh anniversary today, let us
acknowledge and appreciate the efforts of every stakeholder who has contributed to
making GST a success story — from the taxpayers who have embraced GST with
open arms to the policymakers who have steered its course, from the tax
professionals who have helped in the smooth impiementation to the tax

administrators who have diligently set the laws and regulations in motion.

Every year Commendation Certificates are conferred to the CBIC officers on
the GST Day. Today, Certificates were distributed in a virtual ceremony to 28
deserving officers in recognition of their significant contribution in diverse areas
such as trade facilitation, automation, enforcement, audit, infrastructure

development, policy-making, etc. My heartfelt congratulations to all of you!

Last week, I attended the WCO Council Meeting in Brussels. During the
event, I had the opportunity to interact with the WCO Secretary General and the
heads of Customs administrations from various countries. Several significant
outcomes emerged from the sidelines of the meeting. The CBIC signed an Agreement
on Cooperation and Mutual Administrative Assistance (CMAA) in Customs matters
with Madagascar Customs, aimed at enhancing the bilateral customs relationship
between our countries. Additionally, with the SCC Belarus, we signed both the
CMAA and the Joint Action Plan for the Authorized Economic Operator Mutual
Recognition Arrangement (AEO-MRA). A similar Joint Action Plan for the AEO-MRA
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was also signed with New Zealand Customs. Furthermore, an MoU was signed with
the WCO, recognizing NACIN Palasamudram as the third WCO Customs recognized
Training Centre of RTC India.

In accordance with the Board’s instructions, the Customs field formations
and various Directorates dedicated 12-26 June to the cause of spreading awareness
about the detrimental effects of drug abuse and illicit trafficking and highlighting
the efforts in combating this global challenge. I am happy to note that the formations
participated enthusiastically by organizing a diverse array of activities such as
seminars, talks, Nukkad Natak, rallies, drug disposal, etc. An impactful social
media campaign also successfully conveyed the commitment of CBIC to a drug-free

society.

In an interesting case, the officers of Chennai Air Intelligence Unit,
intercepted a sales executive of the Airhub shop located in the transit/departure
area of Chennai International Airport. During the personal search, three bundles
containing gold in paste form were found as body concealed which had been
received from the transit passenger. Further enquiry revealed that smugglers based
outside the country had rented the shop in International Departure of the Airport
through an intermediate. The smuggling syndicate operated through a few recruits
by receiving gold in paste form at the shop or in the toilets located in the departure
area from transit passengers and the recruits would then conceal the gold in their

person and smuggle it out of the airport. Excellent case cracked by the officers!

To all the cricket fans in CBIC, I end this week by dedicating a few lines from
my side to the splendid victory of Team India in T20 World Cup:

The Indian Cricket team, with skill and grace,
Carved their path to a historic place,
A nation proud, a victory grand,

On the pinnacle of T20, the Men in Blue stand!

Until next week!

Yours sincerely,
(Sanjay Kumar Agarwal)

All Officers and Staff of the Central Board of Indirect Taxes & Customs.
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g Tamr

Td 1 U, Tt o, Y WRd & T Wl SUel X SHa B YHaiTd PR §U
Sieaet A, foram T o1l $9 TRl g & SR, g9 Heaqul Suaisl 3dt § ok 3
HYR-IHT IUR Y BT § - 5 3R A0 WBRI & e YU qreag, Ie Faures! &
1Y IS TR 3R P B IR & T AT P HI0]  URUTRaR=y | S 3 59 311t
Tdl aTiS T 33 ©, ST §H YA® RAURD & UaR &) TWBR By 3R ITh! TR Y
gl Suad o1 e awal det a9 H AiTe faan § - 37 axararsit I R g grdf @
SHTECT &1 SO & 9 T 3 i Ffareh oo (e 33! ufdsar @i o sern g, 1@
¢ Tt ee R IH gare srf-a § Heg 1 § SR R U e sl ok Rfae
& U fhanfad fear g |

&R I Siee faaw wR Aeterseht sifeiial &) uef& gamvr vz e fbu o 2
3T, TR JfAeT, Tarer, YacH, aaroRier, fdem srawRe, Hifa-faf sanfe S fifts
&l # Ih Heyul ATe™ &1 Al § 28 9 SAfYEREl & T i THRIg § g uF
fqaid feg e 3mg it &) ) w1 Turs!

o guie, §7 gie § weo uRve @t 98% & YT fomn| srfed & drM, g8
gsegEiel werafd SR fafts 3= & i Yoob URIH & U@ & 91U Sa9d B B
faeR el d96F H Sy T F B Ayl diol IFH Y| Feherd 3 Aermax
T Yeob & 1Y AT Yeiob T T TganT R IRWUNG YRS Jgl (CMAA) TR
T A R EKIER [P, e Se2a g &= & o fiuelta @i Yoo el & ggm
81 3P offaRad, SCC JaRET F T, §FH CMAA 3R 3ifiepd offe eifRer TREIR®
AT IR (AEO-MRA) & [T gad &1 IS (JAP) H1 IR gXI&R fhTl AEO-MRA
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& U T JAP R gulids A1 Yoo & a1+t gxaner e 7 A1 599 erefmar, Weo &
Y TH FHAT 109 (MoU) TR IR T 7Y, S99 NACIN UTame{eH &1 RTC HRd &
ARR WCO T Yed AT=rd U UfRiefvr g & =0 § 7=ar o} T3

e & ol & offuR, M Yew & Wareft R faftm fewmerl 3 g9 &
GEUANT 3R MY THR! & INBRD THIA & IR B SRedHdT o R 39 3f¥® g
e & TR B IR IR & iU 12-26 S @1 gaftd fran 4R a8 e 9= g8
fr AMERI, arafe, Jabs Aed!, Yoml, g9 & Fueq onfe Skt fafay wfafafay
SIS X a1l 3 IEYdd HIT foran| ues wra=elt Trera hifgar siftm 3 ot g
Q Yol GHIS & forg Aehemset o ufdagdl & Thaayde oaad faeail

T foorry A 8, A998 TR $eforni giie & Sifdeiial 3 998 SiaRigiy gars o
& URIHA /TR &5 B U TIRed goH & Uh o] drieR) & Ad1| fdarta qom= &
GRM, T & ®Y § 99 ¥ WX dF dea IRR # uIg uie 7T S ¢ifvie aEt ¥ U e T
A S B! UBATS I TdT Il b o & 16 YT Rl A Rfern & A F gars 3 &
SRiSTa TRiE # g fame iR &t ot et Rifsde o Repe! & wread & urame ar
Y ghME W AT YA &7 F [ el & 0 & U § GH1 U HRp Sanard gral o $iR
oY Repe A1 1 S0 U QUT oid & 3R §aT8 31 | SIgR a¥ebd] R ol A1 SHTBTRYN gRI
Jep ¥ HIHAT eT=ATdT 4!

Weftemsft & wit frde gxe! & fon, § 39 TwE & 20 g &u # A sfea
DI FFER Siid & T 3o SR ¥ $3 tfdadl wafta avd gU a8 8% THT Hdl &

The Indian Cricket team, with skill and grace,
Carved their path to a historic place,
A nation proud, a victory grand,

On the pinnacle of T20, the Men in Blue stand!
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