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Last week, the Board released the National Time Release Study (NTRS) 2024
report. NTRS 2024 presents the findings of the study of cargo clearance processes
of Indian Customs. This year, NTRS 2024 has expanded the scope of the study to
include transit cargo to and from Nepal, cargo release at ICD Garhi, and courier
cargo at ACC Bengaluru. These case studies provide valuable benchmarks for future
comparisons and highlight specific areas for targeted improvements. I extend my
heartfelt gratitude to all the stakeholders—Customs officers, trade partners, and
PGAs—who have contributed to the process of NTRS. The findings from this study
will guide us in refining our strategies and interventions, ensuring that we continue

to facilitate trade effectively and efficiently.

In a significant development for exporters operating within Special Economic
Zones (SEZs), the recent notification of the CBIC (Not. No. 50/2024-Customs(N.T.)
dated 19t July, 2024), allowing them to avail the benefits of the Remission of Duties
and Taxes on Exported Products (RoDTEP) scheme for exports from 01st July 2024
onwards marks a pivotal step forward. The implementation for exports made by SEZ
units, was dependent on the condition of IT integration of SEZ Units with Customs
ICEGATE system, which has been made live since 01st of July. This inclusion
ensures that SEZ units can also benefit from remission of duties and taxes like
other exporters, enhancing the competitiveness of India's SEZs. This is an
important step in unifying the Customs processes and providing benefits to the

EXIM community.

Continuing the offensive against gold smuggling, officers of DRI Kolkata, on

receipt of specific intelligence, intercepted a person near the International Border at
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Gede (District Nadia, West Bengal). Search of the said person with the assistance of
BSF officers resulted in recovery of 21 gold biscuits with foreign markings and 09
defaced gold bars, weighing 7856.930 grams and valued at Rs. 5.81 Crores. The
operation is a golden example of coordination with other agencies to protect the

borders against gold smuggling. Excellent work by the Kolkata team!

In the realm of GST, CGST Belagavi Commissionerate uncovered a fake
invoicing racket being run by a tax consultant through his own firm and by
managing the accounts of other firms. The tax professional admitted to generation
of fake invoices worth Rs. 132 Crore and availment/ passing of fake ITC amounting
to Rs. 23.82 Crore without underlying supplies. The consultant, being the
mastermind of the tax fraud, has been arrested. My compliments to the officers of

CGST Belagavi!

Until next week!

Yours sincerely,

Sy =L

(Sanjay Kumar Agarwal)

All Officers and Staff of the Central Board of Indirect Taxes & Customs.
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U3d g, 9IS 3 A=A <zd Relly T&l (NTRS) 2024 RO S’ #11 NTRS 2024
YR T e B BT Faitos ufshanstt & sieqgs & Fens uRgd SRdl g1 39 a, NTRS
2024 3 AU ¥ -5 91 ¢ifSie @M, 1ICD gl & Sl Reflor @R Acc S1ae & o
B ) M BR T F IR &1 AER o 81 3 g we vy &) qamsit & frg
HedM AFG UG od & 9IR dférd Ui & o ity &sf w e srea €1 & 39 @t
feduRe! - i e SifFIRGY, IR YrfieRY 3R PGAs - & Ufd g1fd® SMUR auad oxal
§ e NTRS @1 ufthan & anrer f&an g1 39 siemae & ey g8 oot urifad SR
gEal @1 uRspd B H Arfe= S, U8 RE[ Hxd U & g0 yuidt & 9§ &R pRiad
Y MR D1 YAUHd T TRI 9T |

sy anfifes &5 (Sezs) & st &rf ¥ A Frafaes! & e v Aeaqyl ®ew 7,
g1 g1 o diatemsel Mefharer @fefrdem e 50/2024-H1 Yo (T.€1) faAi® 19
AT, 2024) STRY forar T, S 3 01 TaTs 2024 § fFafd & ffT RoDTEP ST &1 @4 S3M
@t orgufa et §1 SEZ Soredl gRT fahe u fafa & forw srafag, T\ Yo ICEGATE
YU & W1 SEZ SHISAl & AT5c] THiodRul & [Yfd IR R o1, o’ 01 Jars & aga ax
e o § | g wHas G o ¢ & Sez gersat o o Hafaw! @ @ve e IR
T ®e § AvIad g 9dbdl §, O YRd & SEz @1 ufawufdmdr sl a8 i Ieb
UihaTall &1 THIgd T SR EXIM TG &I A1 U B & fo=n # v Agaquf wen
gl

G P Teh] b I S SIRT I6d §U, SISRSATS HIadmTal & UGN A ARy
Gfthg1 SHSRT e W 1 (e i, s st # Siarighy e & U U sdfad &1
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el | STeauts iRl 31 WeTIdar ¥ Iad Afdd @i qanit & gRumeEy fqe=h kg ara
21 I9 ¥ foRge 3R 09 Apd TN Bt TS (bars) SRS g3, SFHT g0 7856.930 UM §
IR Ied 5.81 HRIS BUA & | g AR TH 31 axebd! & faare dransf & JRen & g o=
TR & 1Y TG0 $T T GreT SGTeRUI § | HidaTdl ¢H §RI Ipy B!

SHTedt & e #, diofiuee Sermd! Sgered 3 Th o JARHR §RT U= BH &
1T F 3R 3T A & Tl BT VS TP I S 38 T Boll [QIeiT b Pl UG hIRl
1| BT TAGIPR A 132 BRIS TUT & Thal 3418 s MR &1 sfafifga awrs & 23.82
TRIS T P ol TSl &1 Wf/3m dgM &) aTd WHR B | S URaest & TReARS
B & T TABHR DI FRUGR = foran a1 g | Foiee! semd! & el &1 7 9ums!
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