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Government of India

Chairman el p
Ministry of Finance
Department of Revenue
Central Board of Indirect Taxes & Customs
DO No. 53/News Letter/CH(IC)/2024 30t December, 2024

Dear CUU-W,

Last week, the virtual signing of the Mutual Recognition Arrangement (MRA)
between CBIC and Japanese Customs took place, marking another major milestone
in fostering secure and efficient cross-border trade. This MRA will enable enhanced
facilitation and reduced transaction costs for AEO-certified entities engaged in
India-Japan EXIM trade. Looking ahead, India is proactively pursuing negotiations
with other nations to establish AEO MRAs resonating with the WCO’s theme this

year — Customs Engaging Traditional and New Partners with Purpose.

In line with the Government’s commitment towards digitization, the
ICEGATE e-Payment Platform has been enabled with electronic collection of
Voluntary/Self-Initiated Payment (SIP) facility. This facility replaces the manual TR-
6 payments currently used at Customs locations, streamlining procedures and
enhancing efficiency. Registered users on ICEGATE can now generate self-initiated
challans using multiple payment modes for payments related to past imports,
exports, audits, investigations, penalties, etc. without requiring intervention from
Customs officers. The officers may take note of the fact that the current procedure
of making Over-the-Counter (OTC) payments using TR-6 Challan by such users
shall cease to be operational after 31st December 2024 unless explicitly approved
by the Pr. Commissioner/ Commissioner of Customs. Further, it may be advisable

to handhold the stakeholders to make payments through this new facility.

Last week witnessed some fine enforcement actions. In one of the case,
officers from DRI Guwahati Zonal Unit, acting on precise intelligence inputs,
successfully intercepted a truck at Khanapara on the outskirts of Guwahati. The
truck, en route from Silchar to Guwahati, was found to have a custom-built cavity
in the driver's cabin, concealing 26 brick-sized packages of orange tablets marked

with 'R" and 'WY.' Field test kit confirmed the presence of methamphetamine, a
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potent stimulant. The contraband, weighing 26 kg and valued at Rs. 26 crores in
the international grey market, was believed to have been smuggled through the

Indo-Myanmar border. Excellent intervention by the officers!

In another case, based on specific intelligence, the officers of DRI
Muzaffarpur intercepted a container truck near Maithi Toll Plaza, Muzaffarpur. The
truck, transporting bamboo sticks as cover cargo, was found to have a specially
built cavity behind the driver’s seat. A thorough search led to the seizure of 8,49,040

sticks of foreign-origin cigarettes valued at around Rs. 1.26 Crore. Well done!
Until next week!

Yours sincerely,
§_7:7 Lol

(Sanjay Kumar Agarwal)

All Officers and Staff of the Central Board of Indirect Taxes & Customs.
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ford e, densd oik STum Hert & o "Eee RefRe sfeie (MRA) TR
aY3fe BEIER fPT Y, S WAE ok Hret wTg-sfek TUR # ggm@r 233 & Rwn § e
HedyUl U §1 I8 R ReRRH sRvile HRA-STUH srd-Fafq samar & wifire
AEO JHIIO $b13d! & forg sgar gfaen ok Hiasy ana &) 0 a9 & werae grml 3 &l
3R G §U, HRA 3= <R & WY AEO MRA T B3 & T afarar & arasiig a3 3871 &
Sl @ WCO D1 39 aY BT M - " Customs Engaging Traditional and New Partners with

Purpose " & &W%i

WPR P feforeciiaru &1 iR ufdegdl & d8d, ICEGATE 3-08c Wiewid &)
wWss, Yo 3FRIEES UHe (sIp) 1 SR glaen & a1y sirs far w1 &1 9 gfjen
PRI M W IIAM H STINT BT T a1dt A3 TR-6 Y &) uRafid & ufparait
B WA R PR TG ICEGATE W USiipd IUaNTaHd! 3@ &1 SRy Sifisial &)
gway & fowd emara, Fafd, sifee, smagmr, Juf ot @ ddftm yamt ¥ fo ot
YT HIETHT BT IUUNT By W 81 A a1 ool & | SATIBTRAT BT e 37 BT 6 0
USiipd ITIRTR A GRT TR-6 AT BT IUANT Feh SHeR-G-BIIeR (OTC) YT H Bl
qaHH uftha 31 feHaR 2024 % T1e, W b P HRTT SRR /Fem BRER gR1 (ALY
®U ¥ AT 7 8, Felrer # 781 W 9% sifaRed, 78 Tere & ot & 5 39 S gRwn
& HILH I YIdH B & o fRaure! o arfes vem famar oy

fIed TwTe $© IPT adT HRarsdl B WM 77| T WA , DRI AR S
gHe & sifemTial 9 Yfhar TR & $MUR R AR & 963 g @RI & U6 T
@I A T Fherar TS | Rierer J T[aTgTe} o 1@ 39 7o § SRR & B # Uh RN U
fAfd T RF # 26 $¢ ¥ MBR F Vbl BT 5T U MY, B R R AR wy RifRd TR
a1 o feri off Bies e fe 7 Aumthers, te wfdqereh g, $t SurRify @5t g #
26 foeITH aorH! 39 Uard &t SRS U Hidhe § Pld THT 226 FRIS B iR Tuad: =9
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